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JAMES J. KILL DIES
AT SLPAUL HOME
(Continued from First Page.)

stated that this shattered all speed
records between Chicago and St. Paul.
When the sedative was delivered at

the Hill residence the .surgeons had
aeciaea not to avail tnemseives ui u.

Blazed Transportation Trail.
James J. Hill discovered "the breadbasketof the world" in the great

northwest: he led in its development
from a wilderness into what now comprisessix wealthy states, dotted with
400.000 farms, and he blazed a trail
for transportation which reached
eventually from Buffalo to Asia, with
a total mileage of rail and steamship
facilities that would nearly girdle the
earth.
That but roughly spans the story of

his achievement.
Near Guelph. in Ontario, where James

J. (Jerome) Hill w.as born in 1838, the
son of an Irish-Canadian farmer, who
died when the boy was fifteen, there
stands a tree stump labeled: "The last
tree chopped by James J. Hill." It
marked the lad's resolution to go to the
United States. He had been prompted
by an odd incident. Aecoring to the
story that is told, a strange traveler had
stopped at the Hill farm to take dinner
and left his horse at the gate. Young
Hill saw the animal was tired and he
carried it a pail of water. The stranger
.was pleased with the lad's thought fulness,and as he drove off he tossed him
a newspaper from the United States,
and called out gravely:
"Go there, young man. That country

needs youngsters of your spirit."
Hill read the paper carefully. It containedglowing accounts of opportunitiesin the states. He resolved to investigatefor himself. It was the next

morning that he chopped his last tree.
As a mere roustabout lad of eighteenhe toured from Maine to Minnesota.When, in 185t». he disemberked

from a Mississippi river packet at St.
t aui mai jJiace wdo « uwimci

of 5.000 'inhabitants. At the sign of
W. J. Bass & Co.. agents for the Dubuqueand St. Paul Packet Company,
he found a job as both stevedore and
cierk.

Studied Whole Problem.
In the fifteen years that followed he

seized every opportunity to study the
whole problem of river transportation
He gathered no end of experience and
a littl^ capital with which he launched
his own firm of Hill. (Jriss & Co., which
promptly displayed its initiative by
bringing the first load of coal that had
ever been seen in that section into St.
Paul. Two years later, with a flatbottomedsteamer, he established the
first regular communication with St.
Paul and the Manitoba ports of the
fertile Red River valley.
At abo'ut that time St. Paul was havingits first experiment in railroad

building. Eighty miles had been laid
to St. Cloud. 316 miles to Breckenridge,both of which terminals were at
the southern end of the Red River v alley,and there were about 100 miles of
track "which began nowhere and endedin that same indefinite spot." This
venture ran up a debt of $33,000,000 and
collapsed, with its only assets being "a
few streaks of rust and a right of
way."

Hill had havl sufficient success in the
legion to be seized with a consuming
desire to purchase the defunct property.After five years of financial
dickering, including the sale of all his
other interests, which netted a fortune
of $100,000. he formed a syndicate with
thiee others.Sir Donald A. Smith.
Ceorge Stephen and Norman Kittson.
and obtained the object of his .desire.
The St. Paul, Minnesota and Manitobarailway was formed to operate

the property, with Hall as general manager.Wheri. in 1SS3, Mr. Hill was
elected president he undertook the extensionof the road from its Dakota
and Minnesota homestead to the Pacificocean. He was confronted by
mree grcai compeuiors 10 me souin,
each of which had received big bonuses
as government aid. whereas the Manitoba,or the Great Northern, as it came
to be known, did not have a dollar of
government subsidy or an acre of grant
to forward its progress from the Minnesotaboundary to the sea.

In this light Hill's plan was widely
deemed pure folly, but he pressed it
to conclusion by building and ix>pulatingas he built. For several years
he laid rails westward at the rate of
a mile a day, at a cost of $30,000 a
mile, and as he went he left a trail of
embryonic farms by the railside.

Turned Empire Builder.
With the line to Puget sound once

laid, he turned empire builder. He introducedthe live stock industry Into
vast areas of bunch-grass plains and
developed them by importing blooded
stock; he sent demonstration trains
through the country with men who
showed the people how to raise more
wheat to the acre; he made, an outlet
for the grain by establishing a cheap
rate by rail and steamship to Buffalo,
where he built great elevators; in fact,for upward of twenty years be left
nothing in his power undone to developthe country where he had staked
cut his claim as the great common
carrier.
But at the Pacific tidewater he was

riot satisfied, for he saw in the orient
still further opportunities. H* organizeda fleet 01 Pacific steamships for
the commercial invasion of Japan and
China Japan at the time wanted steel
rails, but proposed getting them from
England, as the rates were lower. It
is related that when John W. Gates,
the steel magnate of Chicago, came
to Hill with the proposition of getting
American rails to Japan, the latter
replied;

*1 will make you a rate of $8 a ton
from Chicago or Pittsburgh to Yokohama.If that is too much, I will carry
it for the axle grease used on the locomotivesand freight cars; and if you
can't stand that, 1 will carry your
freight for nothing."
At the $S rate named the American

manufacturer was enabled to secure
the Japanese contract. The same
tactics were adopted in getting Americanwheat and flour into Japan and
China, where rice was the staple food.
His faith in the far e:ist uau re\i-:ir«l.

ed as liberally as that in the northwest.
It is estimated, that the Pacific fleet
has carried nearly $50,000,000 worth of
products to the orient yearly.
While Mr. Hill built up tor himself

and his associates an immense fortune,
he also helped to create for the settlers
along his line a wealth of over $5,000,Homes
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000,000 in real property, which is repre- w

sented by the value of the 400.000 a
farms and their 65,000.000 acres of im- ci
proved land. ac
Upon his retirement at sixty-nine, th#»

"streak of rust" he had bought thirty e<i
years befpre had expanded to more
than 6.000 miles and it was earning
gross profits of more than $66,000,000
a year and carrying 15,000.000 tons
of freight annually. He still retained fo
a hand in the Great Northern's policy .

as (hairman of the board of directors,
while his son Louis, who had worked w.

up from the humblest position of his
father's railroad, became president. ja

Criticised Extravagance.
The secret of the Hill success was ^

no secret at all, according to Mr. Hill, *.
and he had no new recipes to offer.
"The man with the big opportunity to- ^day," he said, "is the man in the
ranks." But the secret of failure he "

frequently declared to be extravagance, h?
He regarded this as a national ten- pr

Ideney. against u hich he strongly sot tj.
himself, particularly as concerned the p;i
natural resources.
During: his active supervision of the rn

{Great Northern system Mr. Hill oversawalmost every detail, to the wonder tl
of all employes with whom he came ]e
in contact. A fugitive instance of his
recognition in his own country is th« _

story of a tourist who declares that
there are afloat in the Swedish section ^of the northwest upward of 10,000 dif- 5;
ferent stories in Swedish dialect ^
with "Yem Hell" as the centerpiece. ^Patrons of his lines have liked and dis- ^
likefi him in rapid alternation, for it ^
was his point to have his way, not only ^
where his road should run. but where ghis patrons should settle. This was part ^of his economic policy. He carried out ^

[a singular regularity in the location of ^
branch lines. gi\ing a minimum of
short lines on which light trains were ^
unavoidable. The principal text of his ^
railway gospel was low grades, heavy ^
power, large capacity cars and big ^
trainloads on bis main lines, and be
began to preach this at a time when ^these things were held as visionary by ^
most railway men. ^
In contrast with the late E. H. Marri- ^

man. who outdid him in the extent of ^
railway ownership. Mr Hill was not ^
only the financial head but the practi- ^eal head of his great railway system. ^
He was the chief promoter and presi- gdent of the Northern Securities Com- ^
pany. organized with a purpose to ^
bring the Northern Pacific and Great
Northern under one ownership, to ^
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hich such opposition developed that
suit was brought in the United States
rcuit court, which decided that the
quition was an illegal combination.
affirmed in March, 1!»«>4. by the UnitIStates Supreme Court.

Stanch Support of Belgians.
For several years James J. Hill had
en in the habit of insisting, both to
s friends and to the public, that he
as not actively engaged in business.
Just how active he was during the
st two years of his life can be judged
ily by little evidences of his master
tnd in questions affecting the Great
orthern railroad and the First Na-
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itstanding accomplishments in which
s will and genius asserted themlves.
From a world viewpoint it would be
ird to say whether his stanch sup>rtof the Belgian people, following
e invasion of the Germans, or the
irt played in the negotiations for the
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fnts, is the more important.
From the time the work of succorina;
le Belgians began Mr. Hill took n
ariine part in the movement. It will
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an unusually low price, nor offer
sonable terms. They're located

Tennessee Ave.
Sample Home. 333 I

Price,
EASY T

BRIEF DESI
Six rooms and tile bath, clec

floors, double rear porches. larp;e
wood finish, steel construction.

probably never be known how much
money he sent to King: Albert, an obJ
personal friend, and how much he in-
duced others to send.

Place as International Figure.
His place as an international figure

was never more prominently displayed
than when the representatives of the
allies came to New York in quest of a

huge loan. One of the first men to be
sent for by J. P. Morgan was Mr. Hill
and his assurance that he and the peopleof the northwest were prepared to

do their share in taking up the foreign
bonds is believed to have contributed
largely to the success of the negotiations.
From a local viewpoint his influence

in the upbuilding of South St. Paul
stockyards principally through the decisionof Armour & Co. to come to the
suburb, claims first rank.
His claim to being the original advocateof livestock development in the

northwest is unquestioned, and since
the retirement of A. B. Stickney he has
boon the most ardent proponent of the
upbuilding of the industry at this een-

ter. a work which has been taken up
by his son, Lewis W Hill.
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